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S SHE DROVE away, the cross on the church in 
her rear view mirror stirred something deep within 
Theda McKenna. òI canõt explain it,ó says Theda, 
òbut every time I dropped my son off at pre-school 
and drove away, I would look at that cross in the mir-

ror and feel strangely drawn to that church.ó
Thedaõs faith had lain dormant for a long time, as had 

her husband Daveõs. òI attended church-run elementary 
school and high school, but I never truly understood in my heart what 
the Lord had done for me and the path He wanted me to follow,ó 
explains Theda. òWhen I became a teenager, my life got bigger than 
my faith. It wasnõt cool to believe in God. When I became a young 
adult, I didnõt even make it out to church for Christmas.ó

Dave attended a church-run elementary school for six years, but 
stopped attending church in his late teens. òI remember turning to 
prayer whenever I had a difficult time, but would stop praying when 
the trouble passed.ó
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HE FIRST official provin-
cial Youth Alpha retreat was 
held November 3-5, 2007 in 
Bancroft, Ontario at Joy Bible 

Camp.  One youth reflects, òSooo we 
went away last weekend andñwell, 
God showed up and showed us how 

powerful He really is andñwell, it 
was amazing!ó 

Organizer Beth Fellinger who di-
rects Youth Alpha in Canada, says 
òThis joint weekend away for Youth 
Alpha was the very first of its kind in 
Canada, and very successful. It was 
a great place for churches and young 

people to come together to learn about 
the Holy Spirit, and each other. It was 
a place to have fun, to learn new things, 
and to find God.ó

 At the beginning of the weekend, the 
various groups from Chatham, Ottawa, 
Kingston, Kitchener, Toronto, and from 
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